RISK ASSESSMENT FOR VISITS TO LONG MEAD COUNTY WILDLIFE SITE
	NAME: Long Mead County Wildlife Site
	OS GRID REFERENCE: SP4408 0957

	MANAGER: Catriona Bass
	TEL. NO. 07816 675460

	DATE RISK ASSESSMENT PREPARED: 20/02/2012
	DATE RISK ASSESSMENT LAST UPDATED: 13/06/2013

	NEAREST HOSPITAL: Witney Hospital


	SITE ACCESS FOR EMERGENCY VEHICLES: Come from Eynsham roundabout along B4044: Turn right through field gates just after Talbot Inn Pub. (If you reach the Toll Bridge you’ve gone too far)



ACTIVITIES AT Long Mead
	ACTIVITY
	HAZARDS
	RISK LEVEL

(High, Medium, Low)
	ACTION - RISK REDUCTION MEASURES
	POST-ACTION RISK LEVEL

	Using Coach
	Straying into road, injury from other vehicles
	High
	Park on site. Close gates before visitors get out of coach 
	Low

	Walking from School to farm
	Straying into road, injury from other vehicles
	High
	Teachers supervise walking along pavement and road crossing. 
	Low

	Walking on the Farm
	Injury from slipping and falling; wet ground
	Low
	Visitors to wear suitable clothing and footwear. Walking routes selected as fit for purpose.
	Low

	
	Badger or rabbit holes
	Low
	Burrows confined to bank adjoining road. Brief visitors about holes. Point out areas where they occur during the walk
	Low

	
	Injury from barbed wire
	Low
	Brief visiting parties; no fences crossed. Visitors kept to paths. Most fencing removed except round boundary
	Low

	
	Animal proximity 
	Low
	Cows grazing only in late summer/autumn. Farm visits only in early summer. Fierce dogs in neighbouring property but fence checked regularly. Brief visitors not to go close to northern boundary
	Low

	
	Falling into stream and ditch
	Medium
	Brief visitors about dangers. Teachers and helpers supervise to prevent children going down steep banks
	Low

	
	Infection- bacteria contact
	Low
	Livestock on farm for 8 weeks only in autumn. Visitors briefed about dangers of wild animal dung such as deer. Weill’s disease can be caught from rat’s urine on river banks although incidence is rare. Visitors to wear boots and not to get hands wet if they have open cuts. Group leaders to be made aware of symptoms of infection. See: http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Lyme-disease/Pages/Introduction.aspx
Lymes disease can be caught from infected ticks. Ticks are not known to be present on the site and generally are not to be found in this type of landscape. Groups leaders to be made aware of how to remove ticks and symptoms of infection. See: http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Lyme-disease/Pages/Introduction.aspx
	Low

	
	Stings from insects
	Medium
	No mosquitoes. Some wasps and bees. Horseflies can sometimes be a problem in windless areas. Brief visitors about remaining still with wasps and bees and brushing off horseflies. Insect repellent should be brought for those who might be allergic.
	Low

	
	Injury from stinging nettles and brambles
	Medium
	Show visitors what they look like and tell them to avoid contact.
	Low

	
	Getting lost
	Low
	The farm is small, enclosed and relatively open so everyone can be seen. Tell visitors not to climb over fences into neighbouring farms.
	Low

	Farm Operations 
	Injury from working farm machinery
	Low
	Machinery used only during hay-making. Keep visitors on the paths while hay making going on. Make sure vehicles are stationary and switched off when children what to get a closer look.
	Low

	
	Injury from stationary farm machinery 
	Low
	Make sure breaks are on and engines switched off
	Low

	
	Injury from unstable buildings, gates
	Low
	No buildings on site. Gates to be opened and closed by supervising adults. Brief visitors of the dangers of swinging on gates.
	Low

	
	Injury from tools
	Moderate
	Scythes for haymaking should only be used by adults and at a distance from visitors
	Low

	Specific Locations
	River Thames along East boundary
	High
	The water is cold and can flow relatively fast and the banks are high and unfenced. Visitors briefed on the dangers of falling in and kept well away.
	Low

	
	Electricity pylon in middle of hay meadow
	Low
	Electricity runs high overhead and poses no immediate threat. Visitors told not to climb on it.
	Low

	
	Steep slopes
	low
	Visitors kept away from the Thames Banks and warned of the dangers of slipping on the stream banks.
	Low

	Weather Conditions
	(Depending on time of year)
	Low
	Visitors to wear suitable clothing and footwear for rain and cold. Shelter provided for inclement conditions. Visitors warned of slipping in bad weather. Advised to bring sunscreen for sunny weather.
	Low

	
	Hayfever
	High
	Vulnerable visitors to be advised to take medication
	Low

	Pond dipping
	Falling into water
	High
	Children accompanied by adult onto bridge or boat to use net and escorted back to outdoor classroom area. Floats/rings closeby
	Low

	
	Weill’s disease
	Low
	Children asked to check for open wounds. Plasters available to cover up if necessary. Children warned against touching common reed leaves which are sharp and can cut skin.
	Low


