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It is Britain's most famous cooking apple and the UK market for it alone is today worth £50million. However, the
Bramley's beginnings were rather more humble.
It was first grown from a pip planted in the 19th century and the original apple tree, which still stands in the corner of a
Nottinghamshire garden, this year celebrates its 200th birthday.
The tree is looked after by Nancy Harrison, who lives in the cottage in whose garden it stands. It was Nancy who
helped to restore it to its former glory after acquiring it 50 years ago.

Culinary history: Nancy Harrison stands next to the original Bramley apple tree in her garden. The fruit celebrates its
200th birthday in September

The Bramley is Britain's most famous cooking apple

'I have lived in this cottage all my life,' the 88-year-old said. 'In my childhood it was just a grotty little knarled old tree in
the garden next door.
'Then, when the house lay derelict I acquired the cottage 50 years ago for £500 from Mr Bramley, who had owned the
property since 1846.
'The tree itself was in a very bad condition, but I was fortunate that a fruit farmer called Claude Coates came along and
treated it, fed it and watered it.
'He looked after it for more than 20 years and got it on its feet and got it in the wonderful condition it is in today.'
The Bramley apple tree grew from a chance seedling planted by a young girl, Mary Ann Brailsford, in 1809 - the year
Charles Darwin and Abraham Lincoln were born.
At that time George III was on the throne, and Europe was in the throes of the Napoleonic wars.
Playing in the kitchen of the cottage where her family lived, Mary Ann planted some pips from the apples her mother
was preparing in a flowerpot.
After a seed germinated and the plant grew, it was replanted in the garden where it continued to grow.
But, it was not until after the Brailsford family had left Church Cottage, and Matthew Bramley moved in, that it produced
the first fruit.

The original Bramley tree grew after a girl Mary Ann Brailsford, planted a stray apple pip in 1909

A plaque honours the tree

The Bramley apple was introduced commercially by local nurseryman Henry Merryweather in around 1865 and is now
the most important cooking apple in Britain.
Still delivering generous crops every August and September, Mrs Harrison receives scores of visitors each summer,
eager to taste the famous apple.
'I absolutely love it here, no-one can understand why, but I love the house and the tree,' she said.
'Everybody who comes to see the tree is very impressed by it. It has great history and it really is lovely.
'It has wonderful crops of fruit each year. We eat them, we cook them, we stew them and fry them.
'Everybody who comes along takes an apple and says how delicious they are.'
In the 200 years since that first chance seedling, the Bramley apple has remained unchanged and every Bramley
grown today is a direct descendant from this tree.
Adrian Barlow, of The Bramley Campaign, is thrilled at the fruit's revival.
'It is quite fitting that there should be such a resurgence of interest in the Bramley as we approach its bicentenary year,'
he says.
'It has survived 200 years because of its unrivalled cooking qualities that no other commercially grown apple can
match.
'It is truly in a class of its own and is a great British institution that we should treasure.'
The Bramley is almost exclusively a British variety, though it is also grown by a few farms in the US and Canada.
Usually eaten cooked, it is considered too sour by most to eat raw.
It is used in countless traditional British dishes, from crumbles to pies as well as cider and chutneys.
Today there are 500 growers of the Bramley generating an industry worth more than £50 million per year with sales
soaring by almost 20 per cent in the last year.
Around 25,000 tonnes of fresh Bramley apples are sold each year, while a further 58,000 tonnes are used
commercially.

Institution: A blue plaque outside Mrs Harrison's cottage explains the history of her 200-year-old apple tree. The Bramley
industry is today worth £50million

Places:
Canada,
United Kingdom,
Europe
Site

Web

Today's headlines
Most Read
A black fog... then a river of flames: Did rugby club fireworks cause M5 catastrophe that killed seven and injured
51?
Now the Union Jack is under attack as EU officials try to take us closer to a United States of Europe
Border chief in passport fiasco was handed a £15,000 bonus... on top of his £135,000 salary and £1.4million
pension pot
Bob Crow's directive to union comrades: If it's a Burgundy, try the '96
Air Miles Andy's £7,700 suites on Far East jaunt at taxpayer's expense
Ed's Mr Moneybags tried for ten years to be a TORY backer
Stop upstaging Ed during Commons clashes, critics warn arm-waving Balls
Cameron ordered to reveal his bathroom secrets as he loses battle to keep 'Notting Hill-style' refit costs
concealed
BBC gave billionaire F1 tycoon Bernie Ecclestone free Wimbledon Men's Final tickets two weeks before
Corporation struck TV deal
Greek PM narrowly wins crucial confidence vote following a week of turmoil

Lotto winners pay to break up Britain by funding SNP's campaign for independence
Barristers back plan to allow court cameras to promote more open justice
Wake up, Silvio! Your country's falling apart... Berlusconi takes a nap as world leaders try to save his economy
How half of us have left a shop because of its muzak
Riddle of 'British Obama' family's £1m home: Tax haven funded purchase of London house
Ryanair: Why must we share airport with RAF's Libya strike force?
First HSBC, now NatWest computer fiasco causes frustration for 15 million customers
St Paul's Cathedral funded by 80 wealthy City-asset-strippers
Doctors dumped baby in plastic bag after telling mother it was a dead girl (only for her to find it was a little boy
who was ALIVE)
I wish Amanda Knox all the happiness in the world: Sollecito breaks his silence
Schoolboy dubbed 'mini Monet' has earned enough money to buy himself a £150,000 home
Will new investigation finally solve the mystery of Swiss Guard who went on killing spree in the Vatican?
Pakistan charges seven - including two policemen - over assassination of Benazir Bhutto
Six killed in floods as muddy torrent sweeps through the streets of an Italian city
MORE HEADLINES
A black fog... then a river of flames: Did rugby club fireworks cause M5 catastrophe that killed seven and injured
51?
Is there something you'd like to tell us Kate? Rumours circulate the Duchess is pregnant after she repeatedly
touches her stomach and refuses to eat peanut paste
Now the Union Jack is under attack as EU officials try to take us closer to a United States of Europe
£1m refit for WillKate Palace: Duke and Duchess of Cambridge will move in to Princess Margaret's former
apartment
After splitting from her toyboy, IVF mum, 61 admits: My critics were right and age limit should be 50
Border chief in passport fiasco was handed a £15,000 bonus... on top of his £135,000 salary and £1.4million
pension pot
I could have drowned in Meera's tears when the police took our darling daughter away: Kumars star's
ex-husband tells of hell as their innocent girl faced jail over 'glassing'
Cameron ordered to reveal his bathroom secrets as he loses battle to keep 'Notting Hill-style' refit costs
concealed
Motorway fireball: At least seven dead and 51 injured in horrific crash on M5 described as 'worst ever seen by
emergency services'
Masterpiece or modern day mock-up? The remarkable digital images which look like Renaissance classics
'It's primeval, not evil': The civil servant who loves killing and skinning elephants, hippos and buffaloes in the
wild
First HSBC, now NatWest: Computer fiasco causes frustration for 15 million customers
Riddle of 'British Obama' family's £1m home: Tax haven funded purchase of London house
Schoolboy dubbed 'mini Monet' has earned enough money to buy himself a £150,000 home
How the Guy Fawkes masks inspired by a graphic novel became the symbol of anti-greed protests across the
globe
'That's for you, son': Footballer plays and scores wonder-goal for club just days after death of his baby
Whale surprises surfer and nearly swallows her whole after lunging out of the water from below
'I'm a classic, timeless, man' says Prince Charles as he chats about his fashion sense in Cape Town
Life in hard times: Dreamy images spotlight the Great Depression-struck South
Teenage killer who tortured and suffocated classmate, 18, had left digital trail of sick plot and confessed on
World of Warcraft
Air Miles Andy's £7,700 suites on Far East jaunt at taxpayer's expense
Mystery of the missing heiress: Has TV extra who vanished without a trace been murdered for her £1m
Ads by Google:
inheritance?
apple trees - B2B salehigh quality trees nursery Gala, Fuji, Golden- & Red Deliciouswww.gruber-genetti.it
Bob Crow's directive to union comrades: If it's a Burgundy, try the '96
HK Baby Products FairMeet 340+ quality suppliers in HK 9-12 Jan, 2012. Free Admission!www.hktdc.com/hkbabyfair
'Don't call us lazy, we can't feed our children': The human face of the Greek tragedy
Is Jesus Really God?Scholars Examine the Facts About Jesus' Claims to be GodY-Jesus.com
MOST READ IN DETAIL
Kucuk Ciftlik TohumculukVegetable Seed Production Contracted Vegetable Seed Multiplywww.kucukciftlik.com
Agricultural machineryautomatic seeders & manual seeders Seeders for a nurserieswww.arnabatgroup.com
greenhouse producegrower shipper greenhouse vegetable productionwww.amcogroup.biz
You Are GodWho do you think you are? Who are you really?www.truthabouttheone.com
Фирменная обувьсо скидками до 70%. Успейте купить! Зарегистрируйся и получи 500 рублейwww.kupivip.ru
Find this story at www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1176179/Apple-source-Original-Bramley-tree-celebrates-200thbirthday.html

Published by Associated Newspapers Ltd
Part of the Daily Mail, The Mail on Sunday & Metro Media Group
© Associated Newspapers Ltd

